MEREO BOOKS NEW RELEASE: ‘CHRONICLES OF THE WINTER OF THE WORLD’
ALL FIVE NOVELS IN THE WW1 ‘TOMMY GUNN’ SERIES – 5-BOOK SET
Written by leading military historian, John Hughes-Wilson, the five historically-accurate novels
in the Tommy Gunn Adventures Series, takes us from the outbreak of The Great War, through the horror
of the trenches and arduous campaigns to the eventual Armistice

Publication Date: 28 JUNE 2019 to mark the
CENTENARY OF THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES (WW1 peace agreement) – SIGNED ON 28 JUNE 1919

“A unique contribution to World War One literature” Brian MacArthur, author of ‘King and Country’
In 1914 they could not have known just how long this war would last – or just how many lives it would cost …
When we first meet T.O.M. Gunn, he’s a young infantry lieutenant in the Sherwood Foresters, back on leave
from India just as Europe catches fire in the chaotic summer of 1914. The British Expeditionary Force (BEF) is off
to France, and Gunn joins a hastily-formed mixed battalion of reservists, regular and territorial soldiers. He soon
finds himself pitchforked into the mayhem and suffering of unrelenting war. Soon the high hopes of short
conflict fade into the horrific reality of the trenches, Thaddeus Gunn and his men realise that this is going to be
a long and bloody war – and they will be lucky if any of them survive ….
Hughes-Wilson places the main character, Thaddeus (‘Tommy’) Gunn, at most of the major battles of the war,
in order to show us the utter terror and slaughter suffered by the troops. Although this series of books are
fictional accounts, the use of real diaries of young officers who fought, and the quotes from newspapers of the
day, give these novels authenticity and help the reader appreciate how people actually lived through the war.

Now, with the release of all five novels to mark the Centenary of the Treaty of Versailles, readers can
follow Hughes-Wilson’s creation, ‘Tommy Gunn’ throughout the entire war. These powerful novels
stand as a testament to the heroism and sacrifice of a generation of young men.
Gripping … superbly written, true to life down to the least military detail, and very exciting. Readers will
be keen to follow the fortunes of Thaddeus Gunn” Andrew Roberts, FRSL, historian

CHRONICLES OF THE WINTER OF THE WORLD THE TOMMY GUNN ADVENTURE SERIES
by John Hughes-Wilson
All five novels are available in paperback or ebook:
1914 FIRST BLOOD Paperback ISBN: 978-1-86151-277-2 210pp RRP £12.00 (ebook ISBN: B00Q386D90; £3.00)
1915 PRIDE & GLORY Paperback ISBN: 978-1-86151-922-1 213pp RRP £12.00 (ebook ISBN: B07KMB934Q; £2.35)
1916 THE BIG PUSH Paperback ISBN: 978-1-86151-923-8 280pp RRP £12.00 (ebook ISBN: B07KKP874R RRP: £2.35)
1917 HANGING ON Paperback ISBN: 978-1-86151-925-2 234pp RRP £12.00 (ebook ISBN: B07KKNCS8C; £2.35)
1918 DEFEAT INTO VICTORY Paperback ISBN: 978-1-86151-277-2 175pp RRP £12.00 (ebook ISBN: B07KKLRD7P;£2.35)
All five titles in the series are published by Mereo Books (an imprint of Memoirs Publishing)
www.mereobooks.com and are available through all good bookshops and internet booksellers

Continued overleaf >>>>

MEREO BOOKS NEW RELEASE continued
ALL FIVE NOVELS IN THE WW1 ‘TOMMY GUNN’ SERIES
About the author: Colonel John Hughes-Wilson is the former President of the
International Guild of Battlefield Guides, and one of Britain’s leading military
historians. Well-reviewed as an author he is also highly-respected commentator on a
wide range of intelligence and military historical subjects. He lectures for a number of
international, governmental and academic organisations. His books include the bestselling, “Military Intelligence Blunders”, “Blindfold and Alone” (“the definitive book on
the WW1 executions” – The Guardian) and “A Brief History of the Cold War”. His “The
Puppet Masters”, a history of intelligence, was short listed for the Westminster Gold
Medal. “An American Coup d’Etat – Who Really Killed JFK?” was published in 2013. His
books have been translated into 6 languages, including Japanese and Turkish. He has
produced numerous articles and broadcasts worldwide on defence and related subjects.
He is also the author of the Imperial War Museum’s ‘A History of the First World War
in 100 Objects’ (2014).
He has been a frequent broadcaster for BBC television and radio, giving live commentary for the annual
Remembrance service at the Cenotaph for BBC television, (with David Dimbleby) as well as covering events such as
the “Falklands 25th Anniversary” celebration (with Huw Edwards.) He has been the presenter of numerous television
programmes for several film companies, including the award-nominated BBC’s “What If?” television series and
Fulcrum TV’s “1945”, as well as being a regular radio commentator for the BBC World Service.
He is an Archives Bi-Fellow of Churchill College Cambridge and a member of the Editorial Board of the Royal United
Services Institute in Whitehall.
Since retiring from 31 years in the Army he has travelled and lectured extensively, including leading over 160
battlefield tours and giving public presentations on a wide range of subjects. He has trained the Palestinian Police in
Gaza on intelligence for counter-terrorism and improvised explosive devices for the EU, plus numerous other
training contracts for the UN in the Balkans, the Swiss General Staff and the UNDP. He ran the Cranfield University
MSc Intelligence Module for ten years and has spoken at the House of Lords, the Continuing Professional
Development organisation and international corporations such as UBS, Barings, Shell, Reuters; IBM Europe and the
City of London.
After service as an infantry officer with the Sherwood Foresters, during his twenty-five years in the Intelligence
Corps and as a Special Forces Operations Officer he saw active service in the Falkland Islands, Cyprus, Arabia, and
Northern Ireland as well as the dangerous jungles of Whitehall and NATO. He retired as an Intelligence advisor to
NATO’s Political Staff. John Hughes-Wilson now lives in the Turkish Republic of North Cyprus.
Local UK interest: Nottinghamshire: Tommy Gunn, the central character in this series of novels, comes from
Nottinghamshire and serves with the Sherwood Foresters. (The author himself also served in the Sherwood
Foresters early in his career.)
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