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The sun was not yet strong enough to burn the mist off and visibility was only a few yards.
Private Askari, the spirit man, had his eyes on the ground and could not have seen
Hawthorn's Union flag through the mist anyway. He took his first step onto the narrow
track that led upwards in zigzag fashion, and was about to take a second when an
amplified voice came down to him as if from Heaven. "Stay where you are!"
An authentically-written debut novel about a fictitious central African country, tension
mounts as tribal leaders jockey for power. With vivid descriptions of cultural conflict and
tribal warfare, poor old Zawanda is in a mess; its economy in meltdown, its people unable to
give up their age-old tribal enmities. The news that Britain is to cut off the country’s foreign
aid looks like the last straw, until Frederick Zawutu, the intelligent, Cambridge and
Sandhurst-educated new president, hits on a daring scheme – to embark on a game of bluff
designed to make the West believe that this penniless Central African nation has somehow
acquired a nuclear bomb. Everything goes to plan, until the English arms dealer Zawutu has
set up to unwittingly play the part of the ‘supplier’ proves to be a little too good at his job…
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About the Author: Denis Redmond
Reading a book that saw a gun thrown into a swamp only to re-appear a few chapters later
without explanation, Denis Redmond thought he could better. Quickly discovering a natural
talent for writing and plotting, Hawthorn's Hill is the first in a trilogy.
Denis served in the Army, with postings to Singapore, Malaya, Japan, Korea and Germany, as
well as Duty Visits to Norway, Sarawak, Aden and Hong Kong.

Local UK interest: Denis Redmond lives in Wick, near Bristol. He was born in Ormskirk,
Lancashire and educated in Kirkdale, Liverpool, and Camborne Cornwall.

With broad appeal, especially to those who enjoyed the Sharpe novels,
Hawthorn’s Hill is a gripping adventure.
Feature angles:


The author’s experience in the Army adds authenticity to his story. Does writing
about what you know give authors a distinct advantage?



Foreign aid is a topical subject. Is fact stranger than fiction?



A debut novel, how disciplined do you have to write a book? Did the author’s army
background assist in any way?



The author started writing because he felt that he could do a better job than some
authors whose books he had read. Have any of your readers and listeners felt that
they could do something better and attempted to do so? What did they discover?
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